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2009 ended with a great 
Xmas party 
 
Great fun (and possibly too 
much alcohol) was had by all.  
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 
2009 ended with some heavy snowfall and 2010 started pretty much the same way, with our courts covered 
in snow for days on end. However, our members’ enthusiasm for tennis never faltered, and we were still 
able to pack in some well attended events…. 

Contrary to the concerns of some 

of the committee members, for whom 

the Summer Party was still a sore 

memory, many members came out to 

party for the end of year Christmas 

Party.  

Good music, great company and 

an abundant flow of drinks kept 

Roger and Steve very busy at the 

bar, and gave us all a few “problems” 

the next day – 10am start for the 

ATP World Tour Finals American 

Tournament proved a little too much 

for some of us, but almost 30 people 

braved the rain, the cold and gale 

force wind (not to mention some sore 

heads), to play 5 rounds of doubles. 

Congratulations to Andy Spriggs, 

who won the most number of games, 

closely followed by our Chairman 

Steve Cox, finishing second. The 

booby prize, for the least number of 

games won, went to Tony Brown 

who can be seen in the photo here, 

in good form the night before, but 

could not follow through with his 

enthusiasm into the next morning.  

 

 

The ladies and 
Danny during 
the “Xmas” 
American 
Doubles 

Tournament 
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Photos by Jim Huggins & Anne Bridge 

    

Adrian, you will be missed 
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As most of you will be aware, the club lost a 
valued member in tragic circumstances on 
January 16th. 

Adrian Davis was a member of South Croydon 
Tennis Club for over 40 years which probably puts 
him at the top of the tree in terms of the longest 
standing Tennis member this club has ever had. 

Adrian progressed through the junior coaching 
program after being introduced by his father, Ray, 
to become the man to beat in the 80’s by taking 
the men’s title for several years. He was also 
Chairman, 1st team men’s captain and more 
recently an integral part of the 3rd/4th men’s team 
and a Tennis Committee member. 

His passion for the well being of its members and 
the club in general never faltered as he worked 
tirelessly to ensure the future of South Croydon 
Tennis Club was secure. 

 

 

 Adrian 
umpiring the 
handicap final 
in 2008.  

�

As this picture shows, he wanted to be involved at 
every opportunity and would be seen year on year 
umpiring one of the Club finals......rain or shine, 
he could be seen up on that chair wearing a cap 
shouting the score for us all to hear and keeping 
the finalists in check! 

To this end, it is only fitting that the club has 
decided to name the annual Open Doubles Tennis 
Tournament held in April the “Adrian Davis Cup” 
in his honour.  

Adrian leaves behind his wife Aurora, son Michael 
and daughter Monica. On behalf of the Tennis and 
Management Committee, Tennis members and 
South Croydon Sports Club, our thoughts and 
prayers are with them at this time 

Adrian, you will be sorely missed....rest easy my 
friend.  
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Christmas American 

Doubles Tournament 
Due to bad weather and after 

several changes of dates, the 

annual “Christmas” American 

Doubles Tournament was finally 

held in January. With mulled wine 

and mince pies, Penny created the 

perfect Christmas atmosphere for 

us all to enjoy. The winners were 

Josh Mills and Liz Betro. 

Congratulations!  

 



 

COMING UP... 
As a club, we organise events throughout the year. 
Here’s what’s on in the coming months 

 Finally... 
We will be issuing newsletters on 

a quarterly basis, with news and 

events for members. If you have 

ideas for future newsletters, or 

would like to contribute by writing 

an article, please contact the 

editor, Maki Tanabe.  

Next issue: 
• Tennis Tip #2 from our coach 

Andy 

• Introducing our teams 

• Tournament results 

• Updates on Membership 

 

To contact any of the committee 

members: 

Please send an email to the office, 

which will forward your email to 

the relevant committee member. 

Alternatively, just come talk to us! 

SOUTH 
CROYDON 
TENNIS CLUB  
 
www.southcroydonsportsclub.co.u
k/tennis 
 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8688 1782  
Fax: +44 (0)20 8688 1782 
  
info@southcroydonsportsclub.com 
 

 

TIPS FROM 
THE COACH #1  

BY ANDY ROSS 
Work on your 
Smash 
 
When you consider how easy it 
can be to win a point from this 
shot, it's incredible that most 
club players will only ever 
practice it three or four times 
during a pre-match knock up.  
 
Try to set aside some time to 
work on smash technique, 
especially the movement 
backwards (which should be 
side-steps), and you will soon 
become far more confident 
when at the net in doubles 
match play. 
 
The reason why so many club 
players don't play the most 
effective doubles formation 
(both at the net) is down to their 
lack of confidence in this shot. 
So start working on your smash, 
and let’s start winning more 
points at the net. 

20th Feb  Quiz night   
@7pm  £1 entry, friends and family welcome! 
 
28th Feb Men’s III Team match vs Southfields 
  Men’s VI Team match vs Sutton Tennis VI 
 
28 March Ladies’ I Team match vs Purley IV 
 
10-11 April Adrian Davis Open Doubles Tournament  

MDL Coaching are organising this competition, 
which is open to members and non-members. 
Men’s doubles and Ladies’ doubles will take place 
on the Saturday, followed by Mixed doubles on 
Sunday. It will be in a round-robin format. Look out 
for more details to be posted on the notice board! 
 

May  Wimbledon ticket draw  
 
June – July Summer Tournament matches  
 
17 July  Summer Tournament Finals Day 
 
September Tennis + Badminton Combined Tournament  
 

House Keeping, etc.. 
 

�  BINS have been placed on many of the courts. These 
are for you to use, and not just for collecting rain water. 
Anyone seen littering will be punished by me (Maki). 

 
�  BALLS  are still being left on the courts after club 

sessions. Please remind each other to pick them up.  
 

�  SURREY ENTRY deadline is 14th March. Entry forms are 
on the notice board.  


